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Children’s Cabinet Advisory Board Meeting
Unapproved Minutes
July 29, 2025
Member Name: Attendees Present

Shanna Beber			Connie Bellone	
Storm Ehlers			Annette Fruge
Julio Galan			Jim Garvey
Sarah Hinshaw			Rebecca Hook for Bret Hanemann
Brooke LaFleur			Amanda Moody
Susan East Nelson 		Caroline Nailor-Oglesby
Capt. Joe Patout			Karen Powell
Kathleen Richey			Ernise Singleton
Kristen Savicki for Karen Stubbs	Christian Vige’
Angela Wiggins-Harris

Staff:

Jolie Williamson, Children’s Cabinet Executive Director
Michele M. Rabalais, Children’s Cabinet Executive Assistant

Guests:

Les Theriot
Loren Carriere
Mark Augustine

Welcome and Call to Order:

Amanda Moody, Children’s Cabinet Vice Chair, called the meeting to order at 10:03 a.m. and all present were welcomed. 

Roll Call:

Michele M. Rabalais, Children’s Cabinet, Executive Assistant, called Roll.  

Public Comments: No public comments.



Approval of Minutes:

Quorum not present.

Open Meetings Law:  

Les Theriot, Deputy Executive Counsel discussed the Open Meetings Law.

The definitions applicable to the Open Meetings Law are found in §42:13. The Open Meetings Law applies to a “public body” as defined therein and includes any State governing boards, authorities, or commissions, where such body possesses policy making, advisory, or administrative functions, including any committee or subcommittee of such body.

§42:14: Meetings of Public Body Open to the Public. Every meeting of a public body shall be open, unless closed pursuant to §42:16, 17, or 18. No proxy voting or secret balloting; all votes by the public body will be orally and in an open meeting.

Public written notice of all regular meetings should be distributed at the beginning of the year and should include the following information:
	Date of Meeting
	Time
	Location
	Agenda
		Agenda items should be listed separately
		Agenda items must have a reasonably specific description

The meeting must have a quorum present to vote on and approve any items discussed and all votes must be recorded in the minutes.

Subcommittees are allowed to host hybrid meetings as long as there is no voting on any items presented.  Subcommittees are allowed to meet virtually but not perpetually.  Discussion followed.

Hope for Opelousas Presentation: 

Loren Carriere, Founder/Administrative Director, presented information regarding Hope for Opelousas (HFO).

HFO is actively empowering a movement of hope focused on community development through educational support, neighborhood outreach, and intentional relationships grounded in the truth that love changes everything. 

Hope for Opelousas is committed to investing in the potential of their community through programs that promote growth, connection, and long-term impact.

From academic support and youth mentorship to leadership development, family services, and enriching life experiences, their work is rooted in meeting real needs and building meaningful relationships.

Every effort reflects the core belief that love has the power to transform lives and strengthen communities.  Discussion followed.



Health for Our Kids Presentation:

Mark Augusting, psychologist and Founder of Health for Our Kids, presented information regarding the Health for Our Kids program.

Mr. Augustine’s main focus is teaching kids the benefits of healthy eating choices and health.  Discussion followed.

Behavioral Health Services for Children K-12 Subcommittee:

Behavioral Health Services for Children K-12: Connie Bellone presented the Behavioral Health Services for Children K-12 Subcommittee Update.  Ms. Bellone stated that her subcommittee continues working on the following:
Medicaid spending is to be reduced by over $911 billion dollars over the next ten years.  Louisiana is one of the states that will receive one of the largest reductions.  School based Medicaid is separate and will not be affected.
Services provided to students in school do not count against a child’s Medicaid benefits.
A universal documentation system is needed that would contain all the documented requirements for audit.  This would allow the schools to demonstrate actually how much more time they are spending with students than they can now.   Discussion followed.
A second state plan amendment is now being drafted and will include services for children ages  0-3.  Discussion followed.	
Other Business: 

Storm Ehlers presented an update on the Solutions Summit.

The Summit is scheduled to be held on September 8th at the Four Points Sheraton in Alexandria, LA.  A CYPB training course will be held at the Summit.

Strategic Planning/Open Discussion August 11th Budget Priorities Due:

Jolie Williams, Children’s Cabinet Executive Director, informed CCAB Members that all subcommittee budget priorities are due no later than August 11, 2025.

Adjournment:  

Julio Galan made a motion to adjourn.  Connie Bellone seconded the motion.  All approved.  Meeting adjourned.
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